Irish Sea Conservation Zones: Economist

Job Description
Background
A National project has been established to recommend Marine Conservation Zones in English inshore and offshore waters that will contribute to the UK Government’s Marine Protected Areas target by 2012. The project is led by a partnership of Natural England (NE), the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), together with regional partners.  
Four regional non-statutory, independent projects have been set up to work with marine stakeholders to prepare recommendations for submission to the National project. The goal of the Marine Conservation Zones will be to safeguard marine biodiversity in the region, and to ensure the sustainability of marine resources for the long term. The projects must ensure that the final site recommendations are supported by a wide cross section of stakeholders, and are successful in providing protection for marine habitats and species. This will be achieved by selecting sites based on the best available evidence of the spatial ecology, physical processes and human activities in the region. 
Spatial information is being gathered on human uses to inform site selection and allow sites to be planned efficiently with regard to any social and economic impacts. A formal Impact Assessment is required as an integral part of this selection process and to form a key component of recommendations in June 2011. 
Your role
You will play a key role in ensuring that potential social and economic consequences of the MCZ recommendations for your regional Project are taken account of in the decision making process. You will lead the ongoing socio-economic impact assessment process by developing compatible activities matrices, using social impact assessment techniques, collating information from stakeholders and applying tools such as cost benefit analysis, within the framework of the national guidance provided by the Government. 
You will work closely with the successful candidates from the other regional Projects, and with national partners to develop a cumulative, national Impact Assessment at the MCZ recommendation stage. 

Main responsibilities 

· Actively advise regional Projects on the use of economic and social data for MCZ site selection

· Develop a process for incorporating ongoing impact assessments alongside an iterative stakeholder led planning process
· Complete Impact Assessments that both inform site selection and respond to decisions taken by stakeholder groups
· Produce a formal Impact Assessment on the final regional recommendations, and assist in producing a national Impact Assessment for the combined outputs of each regional Project.

Application deadline: 18th December 2009

Interviews: Early January 2010
Start date: Early 2010
End date: June 2011

Salary: In the range of £33,000 - £40,000 depending on experience and location. Full time post, 37 hours per week.

To apply: Please contact the following for further details on how to apply for these posts:

Irish Sea Conservation Zones  (Warrington) – please contact Rowan Byrne (Project Manager) on 01925 813200, or email r.byrne@irishseaconservation.org.uk
Net Gain (Hull) – please contact Joanna Redhead (Project Manager) on 01482 382007, or visit www.yhsg.co.uk.
Balanced Seas (Canterbury) – please contact xxx

Finding Sanctuary (Topsham, Exeter)– please contact Tom Hooper (Project Manager) on 01392 878327, or email tom.hooper@southwestfoodanddrink.com
As this is a joint recruitment exercise, you may wish to apply for more than one post . If this is the case, please inform the relevant Project Managers when seeking application details. 
