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About the workshop and this report 

�  Purpose of the workshop  
 
The Irish Sea is rich in marine life and important for fishing, recreation, tourism, shipping, energy 
production and extraction.  All these human uses are important and help to support our way of 
life.  However, the more we use the sea, the more we put pressure on the marine wildlife and 
natural places.  
 
The UK Government has now made a commitment to set aside areas of our sea for nature, in 
the form of Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs).    
 
The Government has also committed to a new approach where stakeholders will help to work 
out where these Marine Conservation Zones should be in order to ensure that marine wildlife 
thrives, whilst minimising the negative effect on people.   
 
This workshop was one of four workshops held in Runcorn, Liverpool, Blackpool and Penrith in 
the early part of October 2009.  All four workshops followed the same questions and format.   
 
The workshops brought together interest groups, organisations and individuals to find out more 
about the project and influence what happens.  These workshops provided the opportunity for 
people to: 
 
�  Learn more about a network of Marine Conservation Z ones and the work of the Irish 

Sea Conversation Zones team. 
�  Consider the issues and opportunities of a network of MCZ  
�  Put forward their own ideas 
�  Say how they wanted to be involved in the future 
�  Comment on draft ideas for a regional Stakeholder G roup who will be responsible for 

making recommendations to Government  

�  About this report. 
 
The discussion was recorded on flip charts, ‘post-it ‘ notes, or question sheets.   Following the 
workshop these have been typed word for word and then sorted to put similar ideas together 
from within a particular discussion.  This is to aid understanding.  This report follows the same 
order as the event. 

�  Why sort the outputs? 
 
Conversations do not progress in a linear fashion but go off at tangents, circle back and change 
direction suddenly.  As a result, it can be very difficult to make sense of a dialogue when it is 
reported in the sequence in which it happens and important themes and ideas can be obscured.   
 
It is for this reason that the outputs of the workshops are sorted and grouped. 
 
The sorting is done by ‘emergent processing’ ie seeing what themes emerge rather than to a 
predetermined set of titles.  The ideas could have been grouped differently, or different titles 
chosen, so no weight should be attached to them.  
  
Whilst this report serves as a record of what was discussed, and an aide memoir for those who 
took part in the workshop, the contents are inevitably quite cryptic in places so it is strongly 
recommended that it is not used as a means of communicating with non–participants without 
proper explanation. 
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Acronym or 
word 

Meaning  

ABP -  Associated British Ports 
AEAT  -  AEA Technology Consultancy 
AMP -  Asset Management Plan 
AONB -  Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
BCU -  British Canoe Union 
BMF -  British Marine Federation 
CALC -  Cumbrian Association of Local Councils 
CBA -  Campaign to Protect Rural England 
CROW -  Countryside Right of Way Act 
CSFC -  Cumbria Sea Fisheries Committee 
CTB -  Cumbria Tourist Board 
CWT -  Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
DAFF -  Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and Forestry 
DECC -  Department of Energy and Climate Change 
DEFRA -  Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs 
EA -  Environment Agency 
EU -  European Union 
EV -  European Vision 
FAQ -  Frequently Asked Question 
GSGFA -  Galloway  Static Gear Fishermen’s Association  
HELM -  Historic Environment - Local Management  
Historic 
Environment 

-  A general term for archaeological remains e.g. wrecks, drowned landscapes. 

HPMCZ -  Highly Protected Marine Conservation Zones 
IFCA -  Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities 
IOM -  Isle of Man 
JNCC -  Joint Nature Conservation Committee  
LDC -  Lake District Coast Aquarium 
LDF -  Local Development Framework 
MCZ -  Marine Conservation Zones 
MMO -  Marine Management Organisation 
MPA -  Marine Protected Area 
MSFD -  Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
NAS -  Nautical Archaeological Society 
NE -  Natural England 
NFFO -  National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisation 
NHS -  National Health Service 
NW -  North West 
NWIFCA -  North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority 
NWNWSFC -  North Western and North Wales Sea Fisheries Committee 
OAP -  Old Age Pensioner 
PR -  Public Relations 
Ramsar -  Protected site designated under the Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance. 
RFERAC -  Regional Fisheries, Ecology and Recreation Advisory Committee  
RYA -  Royal Yachting Association 
SAC -  Special Area of Conservation 
SE -  South East 
Solway F.P -  Solway Firth Partnership 
SPA -  Special Protection Area 
SSSI -  Site of Special Scientific Interest 
UK -  United Kingdom 
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USENET -  Internet Discussion System 
WFD -  Water Front Directive 
WHC -  Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners  
WLTP -  West Lake District Tourism Partnership 
WQ -  Water Quality 
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1 Starting activities 

1.1 It is 2030 and you are pleased with what you se e above or beneath the waves 
of the Irish Sea. What do you see?  

 
Open Stunning Landscape 
 -  Open coastline clear of litter 
 -  Open vista sand dunes original coast undeveloped 
 -  Stunning coastline with original coast (undeveloped) 
Sustainable Activities 
 -  The area being used in a sustainable way 
 -  Lots of activity - human and natural 
 -  Coastal activity natural and human 
 -  Sustainable multi use of the Irish sea 
Clean water 
 -  Clean water 
 -  I sea clean sea water, no litter, no plastic, no dead animals (seals) washed up 
 -  Clean water abundance of marine life 
 -  No worse litter, pollution and rubbish. As of now. 
 -  Litter (less) wildlife biodiversity 
 -  Biodiverse Pollution Free 
Abundant and Rich Marine Life 
 -  Bird life sea eagles etc. 
 -  Abundant sea life 
 -  Above – the occasional porpoise, serene waves 
 -  Below – seaweed and other underground plants; a multitude of marine life 
 -  Much improved eco-system 
 -  Abundant wildlife 
 -  A rich marine life and diversity of fish 
Lots of Fish 
 -  Lots of fish 
 -  Low fish stocks 
 -  Fish 
 -  Natural growth and lots of live fish and shell fish 
 -  Fish that are unfamiliar to me in 2009 – new species  
 -  Sustainable fish stocks 
Healthy Ecosystem 
 -  A healthy and sustainable ecosystem 
 -  Healthy seabed 
 -  Beneath: I am informed that marine ecosystems are healthy 
 -  Healthy underwater landscapes and an abundant and diverse range of species 
Thriving Fisheries and Aquaculture 
 -  Maintained Scallop beds 
 -  Thriving local fisheries and buoyant economy 
 -  Shellfish 
 -  Sustainable Sea fishery Aquaculture 
 -  Sustainable fishery 
 -  ? Rising unemployment in fishing industry 
Renewable energy  
 -  Offshore wind 
 -  Windfarms 
 -  Wave power 
 -  Wave energy generation 
 -  Multi renewable generation lagoon with water sport Mari Culture 
 -  Offshore windfarms (= no trawlers!) extensive no take zones 
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 -  Lots of windfarms 
 -  Cost of renewable energy initiatives - sympathetically arranged and providing a significant 

percentage of our energy 
Government Commitment 
 -  Ocean with an abundance and diversity of life mainly as a result of government EU/UK will 

power and backbone in protecting it 
Public understanding and enjoyment 
 -  Promotion of public understanding and enjoyment of the coast 
 

1.2 At this stage, to what extent do you support th e idea of a network of Marine 
Conservation Zones?  

 
I oppose the 
idea 

I have 
reservations 

I can live with 
the idea  

I support the 
idea 

I strongly 
support the idea  
 

0 8 3 6 11 
 
 

 

1.3 Q and A following the presentation  
 
Q: Why do some inshore areas appear to be outside p roposed zones? 
A -  Scotland/Wales/Ireland gave responsibility for their own inshore waters. 
Q: Why is there a halo round the Isle of Man and Wa les excluding the areas of biodiversity? 
A -  Each administration is dealing with their own processes for their waters, but same timelines. 
Q: Where can we see the national guidelines for MCZ s and when? 
A -  Draft due by end of 2009 from DEFRA, NE websites. 
Q: How will this be integrated with the requirement s and delivery of the River Basin Management 
plans under the Water Framework Directive? 
A -  National guidance should cover this. 
Q: Are the new MCZs going to be located outside exi sting conservation areas or could they be 
another layer of restriction over and above those a lready in place? 
A -  Can include the existing protected zones but management of activities in MCZs will be 

assessed case by case. 
Q: What happens if/when there is a change of Govern ment? 
A -  Time frame stands but support for Marine Bill supported by all parties. 
Q: How will stakeholders be involved outside of the  North West? 
A -  Via JNCC and national partners, all stakeholders being engaged. 
Q: How are zones going to be policed? 
A -  New MMO, new Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities, Royal Navy, new powers 

built in for them. 
Q: Are we focussing on the Cumbria Areas today? 
A -  No, please provide all information you have. 
Q: Why was the workshop held so far away from the I rish sea coast? 
A -  Logistics, room useable, space etc, ease of access. 
Q: What research on fish stocks and habitats? Is th is the best available science? 
A -  Science Advisory Panel from around the UK. Primary data sets being collated from 

statutory/non-statutory bodies and project partners.  
Q: Given that English Nature/JNCC have final say on  number of areas designated is this 
consultation process/involvement not just ‘window d ressing’? 
A -  No, but stakeholder recommendations will need to meet ecological guidance. 
Q: Will the zones be retrospective e.g. could they be set up around existing offshore windfarms? 
 -  Yes, may include existing uses such as wind farms. 
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2 Developing understanding & commenting on the Stak eholder 

Group 

2.1 What do you value now about the Irish Sea? 
 
2.1.1 What do you value most now as it is? 
 
 Marine life - biodiversity of species and habitats 
 -  Its diversity 
 -  Wildlife 
 -  Sightings of rare species e.g. porpoises 
 -  Sabellaria (reef) 
 -  Habitats and protected areas (SACs, Ramsars etc)  
 Pragmatic conservation 
 -  Pragmatic conservation 
 Local livelihoods / economy / communities 
 -  People whose livelihoods depend on the sea 
 -  It has more to offer – commercially and leisure 
 -  Fishing communities 
 -  Contribution it makes to coastal communities 
 Partnerships / openness between organisations re. I rish Sea 
 -  Partnerships caring for the Irish Sea 
 -  Openness between organisations 
 Commercial fishing / aquaculture / local produce  
 -  Fish from the Irish Sea 
 -  Able to fish in most areas except for wind farms 
 -  Provides opportunities to fishers from north-east Irish Sea and Northern Ireland  
 -  Lobster and crab fishing 
 -  Local fish and shellfish 
 -  Prawns 
 -  King and Queen Scallops 
 -  Mussels 
 Freedom of navigation 
 -  Freedom of navigation 
 Recreation and enjoyment 
 -  Accessibility and public enjoyment 
 -  Opportunities for a variety of recreational activities 
 -  Coastal access 
 -  Enjoying the coastal environment 
 -  Able to walk along the beaches 
 Sea views 
 -  Seascape and views 
 -  Fabulous location for its ecology and beauty 
 Appreciation of qualities  
 -  Wildness 
 -  Tranquillity 
 -  Liberty 
 -  Inherent qualities of nature  
 -  Its cleanliness 
 -  My local ocean and I value it 
 Historic environment 
 -  Historic environment 
 -  Titanic and shipbuilding 



 
 

 
 

11 

 -  It’s an ancient written and oral history – Vikings 3rd Kingdom and Romans 
 -  Industrial heritage of West Cumberland 
 -  St Patrick was kidnapped from Maryport and Christianity effectively spread worldwide from 

this area 
 Dredging spoil grounds 
 -  Availability of economically viable spoil grounds for ports (for maintenance dredging) 
 Understanding of the marine environment 
 -  Promoting the understanding of the marine environment 
 Resource potential  
 -  Marine environment important to the UK – international trade, sustainable exploitation of 

resources, potential for renewable energy especially wave power, strategic importance 
(beginning to be lost) and leisure 

 -  Great natural resource for energy 
 Local tourism 
 -  Encouraging local tourism 
 Bordered by All the countries of the UK 
 -  Where all the countries of the UK intersect  
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2.1.2 Where do you value most and why? 
 

 
Lune deep unique biodiversity. 
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I have fished for 24 years for lobster crab and whelks and have used self conservation to my 
benefit and to the benefit of others.  
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Cumbria Coast – “remoteness”, un-commercialised water sports (high adrenalin), “energy coast” 
in both senses of the word! 
Morecambe Bay – the AONB around Arnside – Silverdale, stunning scenery, sunsets, shrimps! 
Wading birds, accessible for leisure.. 
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Biodiversity; History and Culture; Supporting local communities.  
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ROA, Foulney and Walney Islands; boulder scars with a diverse range of marine life (sponges, 
soft corals, crustaceans and fish, etc) which can be seen rock pooling or diving.  
-  Grey seal haul out site which has grown in importance over last 10 years, with rapidly 

increasing seal numbers. This implies rising fish stocks in the area. 
-  Nationally important seabird nesting sites 
-  Zostera beds 
-  Cetacean / shark sightings, mainly porpoise by occasional bottlenose dolphins, pilot whales, 

basking sharks 
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It offers freedom of access for passage making in all manner of lecture craft to visit IOM and NI, 
Wales, Ireland. Traditional sites for immersion activities including windsurfing, dinghy, sailing 
and canoeing and jet skiing etc.  
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This is utilised by he oil and gas industry. Gas fields, potential offshore gas storage, potential 
carbon capture. Windfarms to be/are being built. Terminals on the coast with pipelines to 
platforms. Helicopter and shipping to the facilities. Aware that our operations can have an 
impact on the ecology as well as positive things such as economy. 
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(1) Of its importance to fishermen and fishing communities situated in Cumbria.  
(2) The area around the IOM is also important to some Cumbrian fishermen for fishing 

scallops (during open season) 
(3) Of importance to fishing communities in Lancashire. 
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I value all coastal environmental including ports and harbours because I’m interested in boats 
and shops. I have marked this map only with the area I have a direct involvement in i.e. the 
Raven glass estuary and the Drigg Coast SSSI/SAC (focus of Ravenglass Coastal Partnership) 
Also that part of the coastline IN the National Park (often it appears over looked by the NPA).   
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Valuable Environmental resource. 
The Cumbrian Coastline was and could again be a popular tourism destination.  
Cruise ships into Workington and Whitehaven and Barrow opening up to the Solway and 
accessing the Lake District.  
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The whole Cumbrian coast is fantastic!  
Sabellaria. 
Mussel skears. 
It is relatively undamaged. 
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The whole Cumbrian coast is fantastic!  
Sabellaria. 
Mussel skears. 
It is relatively undamaged. 
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All equally, inherently valuable, but its important to assess and preserve each area on its own 
basis and uses/interest features.  
Important to think cohesively and not to get stuck on ‘this’ zone and ‘that ‘zone’. 
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Important to have free access to Whitehaven Harbour, mooring for cruise vessels offshore. 
Dredging of Harbour spoils, and dumping grounds locally as to reduce cost of a very expensive 
process. 
Recreational access to SSSI, and local fishing grounds giving use to sustainable communities. 
All fishing grounds which supply landing to Whitehaven to sustain commercial activity.  
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My livelihood depends on it. As mollusc hatchers and growlers the seas around Walney or 
Morecambe Bay are my most valuable asset.  
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Solway Firth and Estuary, Solway Coast AONB – tranquillity, number of protected and 
designated sites, wildlife and number of BAP protected species, wildfowl, dredging and breeding 
and over wintering, views, shellfish, sea fishing, history – culture – quiet rural economies.  
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King Scallop and queen scallop grounds. This is the livelihood for the scallop industry. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

32 

 

2.2 Thinking about how things are now  
 
2.2.1 What are the current trends or changes that n eed to be taken into account? 
  
Changes to the environment 
 Changes in species diversity and abundance (includi ng commercial species) 
 -  Declining Breeding Bird Populations – Herring Gulls, Black Backed Gulls, Terns 
 -  Increasing invasive species 
 -  Solway – Active Shellfish and Morecambe Bay and changes on annual basis – population 

goes up and down 
 -  Shellfish population as good as 20 years ago – potentially increasing – nature looking after 

itself 
 -  Inshore cod reduced – changing fish populations 
 Coastal changes  
 -  Coastal erosion and loss of natural and historic environment assets 
 Effects of climate change  
 -  Climate change and uncertainties surrounding it 
 -  Sea level rise 
 -  Increased threat from locked in climate change e.g. rising sea temperature, sea levels, alien 

species and need to safeguard and recover health and biodiversity. 
 Water quality 
 -  Water quality is getting better due to United Utilities investment in the AMP Progs/Review of 

Consents Under Habitats Directive  
 
Changes in human activities 
 Commercial fishing / aquaculture industry trends an d changes 
 -  Cod recovery plan affecting fleet fishing  
 -  Quotas presently low but likely to increase in medium term due to relatively low fishing effort 
 -  Fish farming having impact on world fish stocks 
 Developments and their effects 
 -  Cumulative impacts on fish population from various construction activities and seismic 

surveys 
 -  Morecambe Bay Barrage Plans 
 Increase in recreational activities 
 -  In near future likely to be more people walking around English Coast (Coastal Access 

Corridor) due to Bill (Part 9) 
 Increased tourism 
 -  Increased tourism now and in future to make all year round tourism (specially Ravenglass 

(tidal energy)) impacting on sewage, litter, roads, travelling, congestion 
 Population  
 -  Increased demands due to population increase 
 Marine legislation 
 -  At present a move to combine English and Scottish Marine Bills for the Solway 
 -  Increasing legislation and awareness of managing role in environment in energy sector 
 Renewable energy  
 -  Round 3 of renewable energy program and extension to 1 and 2 
 -  Increasing expectation that energy will be extracted from marine sources, in particular 

Solway (2nd most powerful estuary in UIK) – Also in Lune River to Lune Deep 
 -  Increase in wind farms 
 -  Gas fields slowly depleting but using smarter technology to look for new sources and using 

new technologies such as carbon capture and gas storage. 
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2.2.2 What are the current issues and challenges? 
 
Challenges in the Irish Sea  
 Pressures on the fishing industry 
 -  Recovery plan will potentially cripple the fishing industry in the North Sea 
 -  Large fishing vessels – better control / restrictions 
 -  Sustainable fish stocks – interference with them in regards to energy schemes e.g. wind 

farms renewable barges 
 -  Mixed messages going to the fishermen regarding conservation / restriction relationship 

(important) 
 -  Impact of fish farms on natural environment e.g. been disastrous on the west Scottish coast 

in particular sea lice infestations on wild fish 
 Navigational constraints 
 -  Navigation rights throughout Solway Firth – not to be closed off to the navigation of shipping 
 Wind farms 
 -  Windfarms 
 -  Round 1 and 2 of windfarms plus extensions and round 3. 
 Nuclear  
 -  Nuclear balance – west coast (energy coast) 
 Industry impacts 
 -  Lots of industry on the Cumbrian Coast  which impacts the condition of the sea and the 

access 
 Dump site for dredging 
 -  Maintain a dump site for dredging 
 Pollution 
 -  Pollution and reducing water quality e.g. less blue flag beaches 
 -  Marine litter with the affect on turtles / dolphins 
 -  Cleanliness of the sea 
 -  Perceived problem with the nuclear industry – shocking history of dumping in the Irish Sea 
 Public access issues 
 -  More and more dogs roaming -  public access in a way that doesn’t damage the designated 

areas 
 -  Will the MCZ have any impact on the local access corridor? 
 -  Access by people – quad biking huge access affected 
  
Challenges for identifying and then managing MCZ  
 Marine policy and statutory framework 
 -  Marine Strategy Framework Directive leading to another bolt-on round of marine protective 

planning 
 -  Scottish and English Marine Bill joined up 
 -  Integrating different directives e.g. water framework directive and statutory obligations e.g. 

water companies 
 -  Establishing further MPAs (SACs/SPA) networks 
 New Agencies needing to get up to speed 
 -  Shift to IFCA and getting it up to speed – need more join up processes 
 Lack of information 
 -  No baseline or definition of environmental status under this directive and not linked up to the 

process 
 -  Enough information to place conservation zones in appropriate places regarding species 
 -  Insufficient monitoring specially the sub-tidal areas 
 Use of technology 
 -  Increasing legislation requiring to collect lots more data -  tightening of the rules – technical 

improvement means the accuracy and level of study has increased the level of data capture 
– makes more aware in detail of the impact on the environment 

 -  Technology improvements lead to simplifying the operations and make more efficient – cost 
of money is a challenge / measuring and monitoring – electricity and gas bills have increased 
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to manage these operations. 
 The marine environment – recovery / non-interferenc e 
 -  Marine environment has been degraded  - biodiversity / fish stocks / water quality – need to 

promote recovery  
 -  Overall ecology – trying not to interfere with the species movement  
 -  Need more no take zones around the Ravenglass Estuary - more commercial than 

recreational - could be an add-on to the Drigg coast SAC for the fisheries. 
 Time frame  
 -  Too short time frame to achieve the MCZ 
 Inshore bias 
 -  Fear of MCZ becoming biased to the inshore area due to the availability of marine data which 

would conflict with inshore fishing activity in place to relocate fishing grounds. 
 Enforcement of rules  
 -  How do enforce any rules that government come up with 
 Public awareness / information / education 
 -  Reconnecting the people in the natural environment and getting to work together (seem to be 

in their own groups) 
 -  How do you inform the public regarding the conservation status of the sea? 
 -  The whole PR challenge to explaining the whole process – e.g. the word sustainable – 

seeing what you’re preserving 
 -  Letting people see the bottom of the sea e.g. using a camera to show people 
 -  Educating the public 
 
2.2.3 What are the current uses and activities in t he Irish Sea? 
  
<> Numbers in these brackets indicate the person who may have some information on the topic 
 
 Energy production 
 -  Sellafield. New generators. 
 -  Gas fields and oil fields <42> 
 -  Offshore wind farms 
 Commercial activities 
 -  Inshore commercial fishing <2> <3> 
 -  Commercial scallop fishing <43> 
 -  Aquaculture <9> 
 Recreation – on the water 
 -  Dive sites <14> 
 -  Diving 
 -  Kite surfing <28> 
 -  Kayaking and canoeing <19> 
 -  Coastal and offshore journeys (pleasure), yachts, motor boats <4>.  
 -  Recreational sea angling and migratory fish fishing – dependent on healthy environment 

<33> <32> 
 Recreation – coastal 
 -  Beach fishing <8> 
 -  General beach use 
 -  Walking and coastal paths. Dog walkers, fouling, cycling <18> 
 Wildlife activities 
 -  Bird watching and associated conservation 
 Conservation protection 
 -  Honeycombe worm reefs protected outside existing protected areas <21> 
 Prohibited activities 
 -  Illegal inshore netting (question to address) 
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2.2.4 Roughly, where do they take place? 
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