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About the workshop and this report 

�  Purpose of the workshop  
 
The Irish Sea is rich in marine life and important for fishing, recreation, tourism, shipping, energy 
production and extraction.  All these human uses are important and help to support our way of 
life.  However, the more we use the sea, the more we put pressure on the marine wildlife and 
natural places.  
 
The UK Government has now made a commitment to set aside areas of our sea for nature, in 
the form of Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs).    
 
The Government has also committed to a new approach where stakeholders will help to work 
out where these Marine Conservation Zones should be in order to ensure that marine wildlife 
thrives, whilst minimising the negative effect on people.   
 
This workshop was one of four workshops held in Runcorn, Liverpool, Blackpool and Penrith in 
the early part of October 2009.  All four workshops followed the same questions and format.   
 
The workshops brought together interest groups, organisations and individuals to find out more 
about the project and influence what happens.  These workshops provided the opportunity for 
people to: 
 
�  Learn more about a network of Marine Conservation Z ones and the work of the Irish 

Sea Conversation Zones team. 
�  Consider the issues and opportunities of a network of MCZ  
�  Put forward their own ideas 
�  Say how they wanted to be involved in the future 
�  Comment on draft ideas for a regional Stakeholder G roup who will be responsible for 

making recommendations to Government  

�  About this report. 
 
The discussion was recorded on flip charts, ‘post-it ‘ notes, or question sheets.   Following the 
workshop these have been typed 'word for word and then sorted to put similar ideas together 
from within a particular discussion.  This is to aid understanding.  This report follows the same 
order as the event. 

�  Why sort the outputs? 
 
Conversations do not progress in a linear fashion but go off at tangents, circle back and change 
direction suddenly.  As a result, it can be very difficult to make sense of a dialogue when it is 
reported in the sequence in which it happens and important themes and ideas can be obscured.   
 
It is for this reason that the outputs of the workshops are sorted and grouped. 
 
The sorting is done by ‘emergent processing’ ie seeing what themes emerge rather than to a 
predetermined set of titles.  The ideas could have been grouped differently, or different titles 
chosen, so no weight should be attached to them.  
  
Whilst this report serves as a record of what was discussed, and an aide memoir for those who 
took part in the workshop, the contents are inevitably quite cryptic in places so it is strongly 
recommended that it is not used as a means of communicating with non–participants without 
proper explanation. 
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Acronyms used in this report  Meaning 
BAP Biodiversity Action Plan 
BSAC British Sub Aqua Club 
CEFAS Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 
CO2 Carbon Dioxide 
DEFRA Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
EA Environment Agency 
EU European Union 
FAQs Frequently Asked Questions 
IOM Isle of Man 
ISCZ Irish Sea Conservation Zones 
JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
LDF Local Development Framework 
MARINET Marine Network of Friends of the Earth 
MCZ Marine Conservation Zones 
MHFA Morecambe and Heysham Fishermen’s Association 
MMO Marine Management Organisation 
MPA Marine Protected Area 
MSC Marine Stewardship Council 
NE Natural England 
NFFO National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations 
NW North West 
Ramsar Protected site designated under the Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance. 
ROI Republic of Ireland 
RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
RSS Regional Spatial Strategy 
RYA Royal Yachting Association 
SAC Special Area of Conservation 
SFC Sea Fisheries Committee 
SH Stakeholder 
SPA Special Protection Area 
SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 
UCLAN University of Central Lancashire 
UK United Kingdom 
UKBAP United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan 
UN United Nations 
WLBC West Lancashire Borough Council 
WWT Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
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1 Starting activities 

1.1 It is 2030 and you are pleased with what you se e above or beneath the waves 
of the Irish Sea. What do you see?  

 
Thriving people and wildlife 
 -  A better public understanding and enjoyment of the Irish Sea and its wildlife. 
 -  Inclusive and sustainable for ALL – people and ecosystems/wildlife. 
 -  Views of landscapes with wildlife co-existing with fishing and other businesses. 
Productive oil rigs 
 -  Productive oil rigs tapping newly-discovered reserves. 
Sustainable and productive environment 
 -  Vibrant sustainable and economically productive environment. 
 -  A sea providing a diverse and sustainable range of harvested products and services. 
Natural tourism 
 -  Natural tourism opportunities to share and market for visitors (investigate opportunities). 
People enjoying themselves 
 -  Pleasure vessels taking divers to explore submarine life, supporting tourist industries based 

on land. 
 -  A group of local families beach combing and enjoying the clean seas and beach. 
 -  Healthy activity. 
 -  Fishing, recreation, bathing, watersports. 
 -  Above – obviously the sea is cleaner and there is more use of the sea for leisure. 
 -  Extended passenger crossings from Heysham to Ireland for visitors/foot passengers. 
Renewable energy generation for boats/ships 
 -  Wind turbines generating electricity. 
 -  Thriving fishing and shipping (powered by non-fossil fuel means). 
Regulation where it is needed 
 -  No gill or tangle netting on drying areas of the beach. 
 -  More control of bait cockle and mussel beds. 
Implementation of laws 
 -  More resources available to implement laws and public reaction. 
 -  Proper implementation of laws regarding illegal netting of estuarine species. 
Sustainable coastal communities 
 -  Sustainable coastal communities and use of sea resources. 
 -  Coastal communities that thrive and interact with marine conservation. 
Things as they are now 
 -  Things just as they are now. 
Clean water 
 -  Clean up of pollution. 
 -  All the plastic debris has gone from the sea and coast. 
 -  Reduction in pollution. 
 -  Clear water. 
 -  Clear surface waters (no oil contamination). 
Monitoring 
 -  Monitoring. 
Protected Areas 
 -  Marine Conservation Zones linked. 
 -  Well protected and well understood by all users, MCZs. 
Abundant wildlife and healthy ecosystems 
 -  6000 Irish Sea species alive and thriving. 
 -  Thriving and healthy ecosystems and species in them. 
 -  Big increase of all interdependent species. 
 -  Thriving biodiversity on the seabed. 
 -  A healthy, functioning ecosystem supporting a network of highly protected marine nature 

reserves. 
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 -  Stable sea temperature at levels conducive to marine life. 
 -  Safe and stable salinity concentrations. 
 -  Normal north Atlantic conveyor belt circulation. 
 -  Below – an increase in sea life below the sea and more people using underwater for 

recreation. 
 -  A healthy and fully functioning marine ecosystem rich in biodiversity. 
 -  A return of larger and more species of historical past. 
 -  Clean water improved diversity of marine life. 
 -  Under – A return to the numbers and variety of seal life there was 25 years ago. 
Thriving fisheries and people 
 -  Successful fishing fleet operating sustainably. 
 -  A thriving inshore fish fleet. 
 -  Thriving fisheries, sustainably managed supporting marine life. 
 -  A viable sustainable inshore fishery supporting a diverse maritime community. 
 -  No change in this area. 
 -  Above – Trawlers fishing around no take zones in a sustainable and managed manner. 
 -  Like to see fishermen still earning a living. 
 -  Decent redundancy package for fishermen. 
 -  Still fishermen able to make a decent living. 
 -  Consistent fish stocks that are managed. 
 -  Sustainable fishery. 
 -  Absolute guarantee that the public right of fishery is maintained as a human right. 
 -  MSC accreditation for inshore fishing. 
 -  Increase in fish stocks to sustainable levels. 
 -  Nursery areas to encourage breeding. 
 -  Abundant, well maintained fish stocks. 
 -  A big increase in fish stocks. 
 -  More fish (sport fish) in the Irish Sea. A ban on all destructive means of commercial fishing. 
 -  People who don’t understand would stop sticking their oar in something they know nothing 

about! 
 

1.2 At this stage, to what extent do you support th e idea of a network of Marine 
Conservation Zones?  

 
I oppose the 
idea 

I have 
reservations 

I can live with 
the idea  

I support the 
idea 

I strongly 
support the idea  
 

2 11 3 7 14 
 
 

1.3 Q and A following the presentation  
 
Please note that not all questions could be asked and answered in the time available. 
 
 
Q: Why only the English coast within the 12 mile fishi ng limits? Scotland, Wales and Ireland 

all exempt?  
A Welsh, Scottish, ROI and IOM have other strategies in place. 
Q: Will the possible new MCZs supersede the current de signated areas? (SSSI’s SAC’s etc.)  
A Existing designated areas can form part of a MCZ and this process is to expand MPAs. The 

existing MPAs have been developed through a science led process. 
Q: Will ecological guidance be using/linking with UKBA P for priorities for conservation of 

species/habitats?  
A Yes we are currently looking at both Annex 1 habitats and Annex 2 species, combined with 
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UKBAP species and habitat lists 
Q: What monitoring process will be implemented to meas ure and report on success/failure of 

each zone? Will there be gate reviews at regular in tervals?  
A The role of the ISCZ team ends in 2011 and we do not know who specifically will be monitoring 

the zones once they have been designated. We can tell you that there will be some monitoring in 
place and that the Marine Bill provides for a review of the MCZs every 6 years. 

Q: To what point inshore are the areas going to be des ignated (i.e. mean low water)?  
A The areas can extend inshore up to the region of saline influence, once the water is entirely 

freshwater it will be outside our remit. The zones can also be designated up to the mean spring 
high water level.  

Q: What protection will be provided to protect the fis hing community from the hastily drafted 
SPA and SACs that are likely to be imposed upon the m? Will absolute guarantees of the 
continuation of know fishing practices be given?  

A We cannot provide any influence on the current SAC or SPA processes.  Data from fishers will 
feed into the MCZ process and so where there comparable areas the one that will create least 
impact will be selected.  

Q: Are you able to tell us more about the process of d etermining membership of the 
Stakeholder Group?  

A A questionnaire has been provided at this (and the other) workshops to gather input from all 
participants to guide this membership 

Q: How can a group of stakeholders (non-ecologists) de cide where to recommend MCZs 
using ecological guidelines i.e. will there be ecol ogical training?  

A Some stakeholders may require ecological training, which will be investigated by the ISCZ team. 
Q: (1) How do we know foreign vessels will be policed to the same extent as UK vessels?  

(2) When will we find out the criteria for the MPZs ?  
(3) When the recommendations for the MPZs are put f orward, how do we know if Natural 
England will not ignore them and place their own MP Zs in?  

A (1) JNCC is currently liaising with international stakeholders to see how they can be involved; 
local stakeholders can also provide information on this to the process.  Policing measures are 
unknown at this stage. 
(2) The criteria will be known at the end of this year via the DEFRA website. The end of 
November is expected.  
(3) This question was addressed in the presentation (as long as we meet ecological guidelines 
there will be no reason for them to be ignored) 

Q: If local SFC are included in enforcement, will ther e be a need for review of byelaws?  
A This is unknown but a very helpful question. 
Q: (1) To what extent will ISCZ be following UN guidel ines?  

(2) How is predicted climate change to be factored into this study?  
(3) What account will be made of; ocean salinity, C O2 concentration, sea temperature?  
(4) What control will anyone have over who the inde pendent scientists will be?  

A (1) We don’t know - we are going to be following the best practice to the guidelines put forward to 
us and we presume, at this stage, that we will be following UN guidelines.  
(2) The MCZs will provide baseline areas for monitoring changing conditions.  
(3) We are currently in talks with different oceanographic bodies to collect CO2, water 
temperature etc so this will be factored into the process.  
(4) DEFRA is recruiting independent scientists already and they will have the responsibility to 
review the ecological guidelines. 

Q: Are we talking of the sea beyond the 6 mile limit o r right up to the shoreline? What % of 
the Irish Sea can be designated?  

A We are talking of the sea beyond 6 nautical miles from Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland and 
from the mean spring high water mark in English waters. Our project area (area of search) covers 
around 35-40% of the entire Irish Sea, but what percentage of the project area will be designated 
is unknown.  

Q: (1) Would you clarify the difference between Englis h inshore waters, English offshore 
waters and non-devolved UK waters? (Given that ther e is no devolution in England) 
(2) “Supported by the majority of stakeholders” Wha t constitutes a majority? Absolute 
number? Number of members? Annual turnover?  

A (1)English inshore is everything less than 12 nautical miles; English offshore is between 12 
nautical miles up to the median line between the UK and the Republic of Ireland. The non 
devolved UK waters are all inshore waters (0 -12 nautical miles) in Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
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(2) (not covered in the time) 
Q: (1) What guidelines exist currently to guide the pr ocess (e.g. certain % of a population 

protected)? 
(2) How is the identification of sites going to be aligned with the Republic of Ireland?  

A (1) It will not be a percentage as there is a need to consider biological processes. It is more likely 
to be set as ‘ranges to accommodate’ 
(2) (not covered in the time)  
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2 Developing understanding & commenting on the Stak eholder 

Group 

2.1 What do you value now about the Irish Sea? 
 
2.1.1 What do you value most now as it is? 
 
 Marine life  
 -  The coast and its estuaries, reefs and sandbanks. 
 -  The birds. 
 -  The marine wildlife. 
 -  Wealth of unseen wildlife. 
 Commercial fishing / aquaculture  
 -  Fish and shellfish stocks. 
 -  Ability to sustain fishing vessels, who are themselves, fishing sustainably. 
 -  Diversity of fish and shellfish stocks. 
 -  Sustainability and continued sustainability. 
 -  Its enormous potential to support a diverse, fascinating and sustainable inshore fishery. 
 Local livelihoods  
 -  My livelihood – important not to put people’s livelihoods at risk. 
 -  Potential of a rich economy. 
 Coastal communities 
 -  Communities. 
 Public access  and enjoyment 
 -  Accessibility. 
 -  Sea life, fish, wrecks and easily accessible – on our doorstep. 
 -  Sandy. 
 -  Handy. 
 -  Beaches. 
 Recreational interests 
 -  Leisure activities. 
 -  Good diving facilities (at Barrow). 
 Sea views 
 -  Scenery en-route. 
 -  The open sea. 
 -  Big skies and spectacular sunsets. 
 Weather 
 -  Weather. 
 Resource potential  
 -  Its potential. 
 -  Diversity of use. 
 Quality of inshore waters 
 -  Inshore waters – quality. 
 Capacity to regulate air quality etc. 
 -  Its capacity to regulate our air quality, temperature and absorb air pollution. 
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2.1.2 Where do you value most and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inshore angling from both boat and shore 
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As an inshore fisherman I fish these areas for my living, and people’s jobs depend on it. Some 
people have worked this area for all their lives and they would find it very hard to change 
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It is local but has good access to reasonable fishing. Cleveley to Rossal Point has permanent 

pegs for competitive shore angling. 
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1. My home location/neighbourhood 
2. 75% of my leisure time is spent there 

3. I appreciate the local flora/fauna 
4. I work in the local area 
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Sea Life: Above and below the water topography 
Diving, sealife, wrecks etc  
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It is such a great place for people and wildlife to co-exist. I enjoy seeing people promenading 
along the beach and prom paths whilst wading birds are feeding and roosting on the beach. 

Even better I value the opportunity for community engagement through experiencing the natural 
environment. From beach volleyball, strandline nature treks, paddlesurfing and shore fishing to 

name but a few 
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1) Sea bird concentrations – passage, foraging, feeding areas associated with onshore breeding 
sites 

2) Inshore coastal areas and estuaries – migratory waterfowl 
There will be others – data availability will be an issue in helping determine these areas 
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Diversity of fishing effort throughout the whole of the Irish Sea 
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This area is where I make my living and find most enjoyment 
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Ribble estuary – habitat for birds and other important species 
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1) Heysham power station – Nursery area already, could be made into an MCZ to protect Bass, 

Mullet and juvenile target species stocks. No fishing in this area at all 
2) Within Morecambe bay is valuable fishing ground for many inshore fishermen diversifying 

from shellfish to trawling netting. 
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1) People interact with the sea on their doorstep, show case of need to balance human and 
ecological influences 

2) Great coastline 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I believe that the diverse fishery is of great social and economic value. It is about people who 

are part of the environment, what they do, how they do it. It was the community I was bought up 
in and people matter. 
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1) General underwater topography and habitats 
2) Intertidal habitats and species particularly shore typical of strong currents 

3) Porpoises, Grey Seals, Seabirds at sea 
4) Dunes and undersea sand banks 

5) Birds, shrimps, flatfish 
6) Wildlife of reefs, mudflats and sandflats underwater and intertidal. 

7) Saltmarsh, mudflats 
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A) Walney and Piel Channels – Abundance and diversity of marine life 
B) Morecambe bay – The birds 
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2.2 Thinking about how things are now  
 
2.2.1 What are the current trends or changes that n eed to be taken into account? 
 
Changes to the environment 
 Changes in species diversity  
 -  No recent sightings of harbour porpoise in last few years off Lancashire coastline. 
 -  Greater diversification of species – probably about 40 different as opposed to about 4-5 

species 10 years ago. 
 Changes in numbers and location of fish 
 -  Big influx of dogfish. 
 -  More plaice. 
 -  Cod moving into the Mersey rather than near Blackpool as the water in Mersey is much 

cleaner. 
 -  New fish species turning up – Black Bream, Smooth-hound, Wrasse. Benefit from leisure 

perspective. 
 -  No shortage of other species except cod. 
 -  Lots of cod off the east coast of Ireland. 
 -  No cod on west coast – not related to fishing activity. 
 -  Significant fall in winter cod stocks; this because waters warming up. Gulf Stream altered – 

Bass coming in – climate change – a cycle? 
 Effects of climate change  
 -  Climate change. 
 -  Weather patterns changing, leading to limited fishing time. 
 Coastal changes  
 -  Coastline change – saltmarsh increasing and encroaching. 
 
Changes in human activities 
 Commercial fishing / aquaculture industry trends an d changes 
 -  Small fish being lost as fishermen not allowed to land them. 
 -  Smaller fish perhaps due to limited amounts of food. 
 -  A decline in commercial fishing on annual basis. 
 -  Fishing trends diversify on annual basis due to change in market demands, technology etc. 
 -  Shellfish becoming more important in terms of fishing. 
 -  Too many fishing grounds lost through: windfarms, gas rigs, pipelines, cables, MPA’s/SPA’s. 
 -  Commercial fishermen taking too much from the sea. 
 Increase in recreational activities 
 -  More leisure users – Kite surfers, water skiers, jet skiers, recreational sea angling. 
 Too much beach litter 
 -  Too much plastic litter from visitors. 
 Increased pressure on the environment 
 -  Increased pressure on environment from all sources, reducing opportunity to adapt. 
 Renewable energy  

 -  Some renewable energy but not enough. 
 Waste and pollution issues 
 -  Pollution reasonably under control, sewage related debris/pollution much improved in last 15 

years or so. 
 -  CO2 input into the sea causing acidification – mainly in cold waters. 
 
2.2.2 What are the current issues and challenges? 
 
Challenges in the Irish Sea  
 Pollution 
 -  Pollution – both organic and inorganic and noise. 
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 Renewable energy 
 -  Renewables in Irish Sea – strategic approach to where located and full environmental 

impacts. 
 -  Pressure to find sites for wind energy development – putting out to sea creates problems. 
 Gas  
 -  Proposed gas storage – change in salinity. 
 -  Oil and gas installations – what will happen to them when they are decommissioned? i.e. 

security reasons. 
 Inshore waters – fresh water abstraction 
 -  Inshore waters – fresh water abstraction from rivers affecting estuaries. 
 Impact of coastal defences 

 -  Coastal defence work – the groynes and effects on the sandbank and channels. 
 Dredging and habitat destruction 
 -  Dredging and habitat destruction. 
 Water quality issues 
 -  Salinity and siltation. 
 Pressures on the fishing industry 

 -  Foreign fishermen overfishing – challenge. 
 -  Overfishing and its habitat loss. 
 -  Displacement of fishing effort – protecting somewhere often leads to problems somewhere 

else. 
 -  Too many fishing grounds being lost to telecommunication, wind farms etc leading to 

displacement of fishing effort and other stocks. 
 -  Increasing sustainable fishing and more environmentally friendly fishing gear. 
 -  Trying to get people to eat different varieties of fish and to get supermarkets to help promote 

the eating of other species. 
 -  Getting people to eat organic/better farmed fish. 
 -  Long term benefit to health and to fish as well. 
 Ecosystems recover 
 -  Ecosystems recover.   
 Human population 
 -  Population growth. 
 Climate change impact 

 -  Climate change – inland flooding leading to increased sewage discharge. 
 -  Climate change – altering sea temperatures/chemical make up of water – knock on effect on 

sea birds – influences distribution of fish. 
 Ecosystem services / food & energy security 

 -  Food security/energy security. 
 -  Ecosystem services. 
 Diminishing membership of local fishing clubs 
 -  Diminishing membership of local fishing clubs due to economic, weather change and poor 

fishing. 
  
Challenges for identifying and then managing MCZ  
 Government policy and implementation 
 -  Failure of the government to protect UK priority species and habitats, despite the current 

legislative requirements. 
 -  Long term environmental policy in place (current issue). 
 -  Large scale rethink of marine management on European scale – policy needs to be more 

adaptable and more complementary. 
 Gaps in understanding / information 

 -  Greater need to collect data of different species to inform conservation management and 
location of marine protected areas. 

 Conflicts of interest 
 -  Perceptions that ecosystems conservation will automatically conflict business and fishing 

interest. 
 Lack of public awareness of marine environment 
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 -  Lack of awareness of our marine environment by local people. 
 
2.2.3 What are the current uses and activities in t he Irish Sea? 
 
 Shipping and ports. 
 -  Shipping and ports. 
 Commercial fishing / aquaculture  
 -  Inshore trawling – Fish and Prawns. 
 -  Shell fishing fisheries – whelks, king and queen scallops, nephrops, cockles, mussels. 
 -  Potential razor clam fisheries. 
 Aggregate  
 -  Sand extraction. 
 Dredging 
 -  Fleetwood, Glasson, Heysham – Navigational dredging, each port has its own licence to 

deposit. 
 -  Dredging near Formby Point. 
 Local businesses 
 -  Small “beach-based” businesses. 
 -  Glasson Dock – Marina. 
 Bathing water quality 
 -  Bathing water quality – increase in levels of pass to improve. 
 Recreation / tourism 
 -  Fleetwood – yachting, sailing, marina – RYA.  
 -  Recreational Sea angling. 
 -  High amounts of recreational activity – surfing, powerboats, walking and cycling, landscapes, 

seascapes. 
 -  Tourism, beach activities. Open spaces, country parks. 
 Wildlife interest 
 -  Biodiversity interest – High value from people, boat trips, bird watching. 
 -  Fylde Bird Club. 
 -  Local nature reserves.  
 Environmental education 
 -  Environmental education – Wyre Borough Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust. 
 Historical heritage 
 -  Historical heritage – Fleetwood museum, Fleetwood Civic Society. 
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2.2.4 Roughly, where do they take place? 
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